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SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members. For you r
own p e r u sa l and r ef e r en ce , I han ded ou t a l et t er t ha t h as t he
n ames of 112 physicians across Nebraska in support of LB 602. I
think 112 physicians across the great state certainly does speak
volumes , a n d I ' m no t sa y i ng s i mp l y d e f e r t o t ho se i n d i v i d u a l s
because o f thei r tra ining o r expertise. They come from all
walks o f t h e med i c a l co m mun i t y . Bu t I wa n t e d t o r e f e r e n c e t ha t
letter certainly b ecause it doe s , in the text of the letter,
poin t o ut so m e o f t h e sp e c i f i c s . An d I , t oo , am a l i t t l e t a ke n
aback by an earl ier st atement t hat someone would be against
a nything that might impede research, and that might speak eve n
more so to why we' re here today discussing this issue. We, as
4 9 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e p eo p l e o f t he s t a t e o f Neb r a s k a , w e ' r e
f aced wi t h t o u g h d e c i s i o n s , I ag r e e . The bu d ge t h a p pens t o b e a
tougher decision this year than prior years, bu t it certainly
does no t ho l d t h e e x c l u s i v e r i g h t t o de b a t e o n t h e f l o o r o f t h i s
Legi s l a t u r e . Sen a t o r Er dma n p o i n t ed o ut a f ew o f t he cu r r e n t
clinical uses or successes of adult stem cells, and I have no
problem with adult stem cell research. In fact, I think it' s
very appropriate to highlight the successes of medical research.
L B 602 does place a limit. It doe s p lace a bou ndary, a
p arameter , of what ' s app ro p ri a t e a n d wha t i sn ' t . Bu t so m e o f
the current clinical uses of adult st e m cells- cancers :
lymphomas as a type of cancer, multiple myeloma, leukemias,
breast cancer. And these are current uses of adult stem cells:
autoimmune di seases , a n emias , i m nunodef i c i e n c i e s , b o n e c a r t i l age
deformities, corneal scarring, stroke, repairing cardiac tissue
after heart attack, Parkinson' s, growth of n ew bl ood cells,
gastrointestinal epithelia, and skin grafts and other skin
issues. And those are current, and sometimes I think we fail to
see the current successes and what is really pushing us forward
because we' ve been told by a very narrow group, who doesn't want
anything, any involvement, from the policymakers of our state,
that all of a sudden there are all these answers in embryos that
are created by the c loning process. This bill has been
criticized by being labeled as a guessing matter, and it's not a
guessing matter. I mean, due to the fact that there isn't even
any clinical trial that's been completed with therapeutic
c lon i n g , I me a n , we ' re a l way s l e f t t o g u e s s i n g , I g u e s s , i n
terms of what the impact of ou r dec isions m i ght ha ve. Bu t
something that was particularly enlightening to me is I regained
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